Breakthrough pneumonia, meningitis and bloodstream infection due to Streptococcus pneumoniae during cefixime therapy.
Streptococcus pneumoniae is the main pathogen in invasive, life-threatening diseases such as bacteremia, meningitis, and pneumonia. We describe three cases of breakthrough pneumococcal severe life-threatening infections, including two meningitis and one bloodstream infection in patients treated with cefixime for otitis, sinusitis and pneumonia, respectively. Cefixime does not seem to be fully effective in treating invasive pneumococcal diseases. Because penicillin non-susceptibility might be linked to cefixime failure, the prompt knowledge of susceptibility to penicillin in S. pneumoniae might be very useful. Furthermore, MIC of cefixime should be measured because values >0.5 mg/L might be related to failure.